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An excellent example of successful regional coordination, Souhegan Valley Rides is a dial-a-

ride demand response bus service. In 2014, the service was extended to six communities. 

Above, Deborah Daniels of Wilton catches a ride, surrounded by Wilton and transit officials. 



 

A Primer 

Your seat is ready. 

 



Why Plan? 

The sign at the entrance to Greeley Park in Nashua, pictured above, reads “A Place to Rest and 

Enjoy Nature” and residents of the region have clearly taken that axiom to heart. The park 

serves as regional recreational and gathering place, particularly during warm summer days.  



The Nashua Region 

Residents consistently pointed to Downtown Nashua and the Milford Oval area, pictured above, as 

models for vibrant, mixed-use and walkable neighborhoods. The Oval serves as a local business 

hub and is home to 10 restaurants, four barbershops, and several offices, shops and residences. 



Plan Structure 

 
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 

 

 
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The Nashua Regional Plan is unique in the history of the commission, in that planners were able to 

draft chapters concurrently in a coordinated and integrated manner, and with the benefit of a diversity 

of data analytics and scenario planning tools. 

 

 

 

 



A listening process. 
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Data Analysis & Coordination 

Data analysis was an important part of the regional plan. This effort included GIS mapping analysis, 

demographic analysis of historical, current and forecast conditions and reviews of relevant state, re-

gional and municipal reports. Pictured above, NRPC GIS planners strategize during a staff meeting.  
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What we heard (in a nutshell) 
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Community & Economic Vitality 

VISION:  The Nashua Region will foster economic growth by maintaining a high quality of life for resi-

dents, including preserving rural character, incentivizing innovation and entrepreneurship, support-

ing vibrant town centers and downtowns, and promoting a creative economy. 
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GOAL                OBJECTIVES   PROJECTS 

Community & Economic Vitality 



Environment 

VISION: The natural resources in the Nashua region provide access to recreation opportunities, good water 

quality and abundant open space for residents and wildlife. The region’s natural resources enhance and protect 

the rural, small town character while ensuring a positive quality of life. 
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STORIES Ben Reed, Wilton 
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Natural & Water Resources                          Key Issues and Trends 
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Climate Change & Energy Efficiency 
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PUBLIC EDUCATION & OUTREACH 
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Housing 

VISION: The Nashua Region supports a housing climate that promotes quality housing choices that are diverse 

and affordable, and situated within reasonable access to amenities, employment, and conveniences, while re-

maining a region that protects its rural, small town character, and suburban setting. The region’s housing will 

enhance quality of life and the ability for residents of all ages, incomes and abilities to thrive for years to come. 

 

 



Clockwise from top left: STEPHANIE, BOB, BRIA and JORDAN 

The Hughes, Hudson OUR  

STORIES 
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Transportation 

VISION: The Nashua region has a comprehensive and reliable multi-modal transportation system that enables universal 

access for all travelers, including disabled, youth, and seniors. Our transportation system enables a highly mobile communi-

ty and promotes economic growth, public health, and enhances the natural environment. The transportation system is adapt-

able to changes in demographics, economic conditions and energy related forces. Sufficient funding supports the operations 

maintenance and expansion of our transportation infrastructure to continuously meet the needs of the region.  
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Transportation                               Key Issues and Trends 
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Transportation Goals, Objectives & Strategies 

IMPLEMENTATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUALITY OF LIFE 

SYSTEM SUSTAINABILITY 

GOAL MOBILITY & ACCESSIBILITY 

OBJECTIVES 

STRATEGIES 

GOAL 

OBJECTIVES 

STRATEGIES 

GOAL 

OBJECTIVES 

STRATEGIES 

GOAL 

OBJECTIVES 

STRATEGIES 
 

 



Regional Resilience 

The Nashua Cotton Mill is an excellent example of the region’s resilience. Built in 1905 as a corner-

stone of the region’s textile manufacturing economy, the cotton building was recently transformed 

into over 100 apartments. The project also included an extension of the city’s riverwalk.  


