
Building a Comprehensive Regional Plan  



Who We Are: Population 
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Figure 1.1: % Change in Census Population  

Region Hillsborough County New Hampshire For the first time in nearly 100 years, 

the 2010 Census showed a lower 

percent growth in the Nashua 

Region than in Hillsborough County 

or the State.  
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Regional population over the last decade 

has become flat at less than 0.5% growth 

between 2000 and 2010. 



Who We Are: Population 



Who We Are: Households 
Traditional Households (HH’s) are on the decline 

Non-Family Households 
(30% of total HH’s) 

Family 
Households 

Married Couple Families 
(56% of total HH’s) 

Families with Children Under 18 
(33% of total HH’s) 

Married Couples with Own 
Children under 18 
(25% of total HH’s) 

Persons Living Alone 
(23% of total HH’s) 



Who We Are: Transportation 
We like our cars. 
 
 

Or do we.... 
 

83.3% of Nashua Region 
residents commute alone 
by car. 
 
 
 
 
 
(Source: American Community Survey – 5 year estimates). 

 

 

Need for more 
transportation options  
consistently noted by 
residents 
 
 
 
 
(Source: Granite State Future Public Outreach results) 

 

 



Who We Are: Commuting 

 1 
in 
4 
Residents of the Nashua region 
commute into Massachusetts 



Who We Are: Economic Vitality 

Second highest average SAT 
scores after Washington State 
 
 
 
(Source: The College Board, 2010, 2011) 

We have high incomes. 
Top 10 percent nationally 
 
 
 
(Source: Department of Housing and Urban Development, 2012) 

Our kids are wicked smaht. We have high incomes. 



Who We Are: Environment 

Utility or Road Right-of-Way 

Waterbody 

Conserved Land/Permanent Open Space 

Residential, Commercial, Industrial 

Agricultural 

Recreation 

Undeveloped 

We like our open spaces and recreation options. 



What We’ve Heard: Housing 

“more bicycle lanes” 

“better east-west 
     travel options” 

         “better 
        regional 
   cooperation” 

“commuter rail  
  to Boston” 

“more  
compact 
housing units” 

“more  
housing  
for those 
in creative fields” 

“more housing  
   near downtowns” 

“greener  
housing 
options:” 

                         “ensure 
              zoning and land use  
   codes support affordable housing”  

“factor transportation 
     into housing costs” 



What We’ve Heard: Transportation 

“more bicycle lanes” 

“better east-west 
     travel options” 

“better  
    connected 
         sidewalks” 

“walkable developments” 

         “better 
        regional 
   cooperation” 

“commuter rail  
  to Boston” 

“balance investments” 



What We’ve Heard: Vitality 

“more bicycle lanes” 

“redevelop parking lots  
into ‘vertical’ development” 

 “embrace  
development along waterways” 

“walkable developments” 

            “more 
    pocket parks 
downtown” 

“a regional start-up incubator” 

“more mixed-use 
      development” 

“commuter rail  
  to Boston” 



What We’ve Heard: Environment 
“ensure water resources are protected” 

“environmental stewardship 
and conservation” 

“protect valuable undeveloped lands” 

“hiking and biking opportunities” 

“agricultural character” 

“limit effects of 
new 
development” 


